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of opinions, information on conflicts matters was given, ex-
tending knowledge and intelligent use of the applicable rules
so that the gulf between theory and practice, which had existed
since the end of the statutist period, was almost closed.
German lawyers were amazed at the number and quality
of the newly discovered precedents, which were soon given
attention by several handbooks. Lewald (1930-1931) was
the first to renovate the German conflicts law (excepting com-
mercial matters) on the basis of decided cases, with well-
considered conclusions. Melchior (1932), following the form
of Dicey's treatise, regarded the decisions as a true source of
law, supplementary to the Code; in this belief, he inquired
primarily into the ideas underlying the cases and formulated
rules of impressive originality. All other German writers
deny the binding force of case law. Nevertheless, Nussbaum
(1932) in his treatise devoted primary attention to cases and
procedure and preferred a practical treatment to theoretical
analysis. Raape (1931) provided a profuse exegesis of the
provisions in the Introductory Law of 1*896; because of its
explicitness, this book will be most frequently cited in our
survey as representing the German doctrines. Finally, Martin
Wolff (1933) masterfully condensed the subject matter in a
textbook, small in size but rich in content. More recently,
Raape, the only one of these writers still in Germany, pub-
lished a commendable introduction to the present German
conflicts law (1938-1939).
Thus, the long-standing scarcity of production was re-
placed during a few years by a vigorous stream of literature,
As deductive considerations gave way to practical studies,
many values were modified. However, it is not in the nature
of German students to sacrifice entirely systematic thinking
to empirical considerations.56 In addition to the treatises
56 This seems to be disapproved by NUSSBAUM, Book Review, 40 Col. L. Rev.
194.0)   1461, 1470, who condemns what he calls the new "logistic school."